
SCRIPTURAL MEDITATION: Psalm 16:11 
“You will show me the path of life; In Your presence 
is fullness of joy; At Your right hand are pleasures 
forevermore.”

DEVOTIONAL THOUGHT: 
An expression that has become popular is about 
somebody finding their “happy place.” Such a state 
of being leaves one with a sense of peace, confidence, 
contentment, and assurance. It’s a place that will 
bring a smile to the face. For my wife, her happy 
place is walking along the beach. This brings her 
serenity and pleasure. The picture you see is of a 
wooden plaque she wanted. We got it just recently, 
commemorating her enjoyment of the beach. That works for me too, but I also enjoy times
when I can sit quietly playing my guitar in slow, peaceful, fingerstyle, melodic hymns. There’s
just something about that time that quietens my spirit while at the same time energizing me in
the Lord.

In today’s scriptural meditation, Psalm 16:11 expresses where the believer discovers something
more significant than a “happy place.” Is there a desire for a sense of peace, confidence,
contentment, and assurance? In that case, it will be found nowhere else than in the very
presence of the Lord. It is the place of satisfying pleasure, the “fullness of joy.” Such is true
additionally because God is the one revealing the correct path of life to take. As one follows His
directions, the pleasures of life and eternity will be realized. What could bring more comfort
than that?

At a time when so many search for life’s meaning from that which brings momentary
happiness, don’t overlook the one thing that brings lasting delight. So also is the instruction
found in the New Testament. “And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that
doeth the will of God abideth for ever” (1 John 2:17). Being in the presence of and following the
Lord is the one place where personal confidence will be found as well as eternal joy. Such is far
better than merely finding a temporary happy place and even happier than a seagull with a
French fry!
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Happiness is a momentary pleasure based on
events, but joy is a state of being regardless!
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Beyond the Devotion

During the week, take some time to reflect on these Scriptures that also carry the theme of
Christian joy and rejoicing.

MONDAY: God made each day for rejoicing.
Psalm 118:24, "This is the day which the LORD hath made; we will rejoice and be glad in it."

TUESDAY:  The Holy Spirit is the source of true joy.
Galatians 5:22-23, "But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness,
goodness, faith, Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law.,"

WEDNESDAY: God's working in us through difficulties is a cause for joy.
James 1:2-4, "My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations; Knowing this,
that the trying of your faith worketh patience. But let patience have her perfect work, that ye
may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing."

THURSDAY: Joy is found through prayer in Jesus' name.
John 16:24, "Hitherto have ye asked nothing in my name: ask, and ye shall receive, that your
joy may be full."

FRIDAY: Surrender to God's rule brings ultimate joy.
Romans 14:17, "For the kingdom of God is not meat and drink; but righteousness, and peace,
and joy in the Holy Ghost."

SATURDAY: Joy should ever be a part of our lives.
1 Thessalonians 5:16, "Rejoice evermore."

SUNDAY: The person of Christ fills the believer with joy.
1 Peter 1:8, "Whom having not seen, ye love; in whom, though now ye see him not, yet
believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory:"

THIS WEEK'S CHALLENGE
Set aside personal time with the Lord. Yes, times are busy, and much will call for your
attention. However, time spent in God’s presence will not be wasted. Those moments will likely
be the best part of your day. It will help you be God-centered in your thoughts, God-conscious
in your daily actions, and Spirit-prepared for the unexpected. Even during discouraging
moments or trials, the joy of the Lord is yours because of His presence. Let His presence be
where you rest.

PRAYER THOUGHT
“I have so much to do that I shall spend the first three hours in prayer.” — Martin Luther

https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/John-16-24/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Romans-14-17/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/1-Thessalonians-5-16/

