
DEVOTIONAL THOUGHT: 
"Prayerful Sorrows Resulting in Comfort"
          There are sorrows that brings comfort? 
Really? As unusual as this might sound, such is 
precisely what Jesus says. This is how it works. 
Jesus indicates that those entering the presence 
of God do so with a heart’s burden, and this bur-
den will be presented in such a way that the ans-
wer will be found. The hope promised is that the 
soul crying out will be answered and met with 
comfort. And how reassuring that promise is!
          Mourning, as used in Matthew 5:4, is a 
grieving associated with sorrow over sins com-
mitted, and its use often contrasts the opposite 
emotion, which is joy. Because there is a connection to the one comforted, the promise
concerns a response of the one having mourned. Just as the cry of a baby will send a mother
to comfort her child, so will the Heavenly Father come to the sincere cry of His child. This is
reminiscent of the father’s response in the story of the prodigal son (Luke 15:20). Once the son
came to himself and returned in repentance, his loving father runs to greet him, meeting all
his needs and more.

SCRIPTURAL MEDITATION: Matthew 5:4 
"Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall 
be comforted."
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The hope promised is
that the soul crying
out will be answered

through God's
comfort.

          If we expect to get our message
across to God and receive the comfort
He promises, it comes only this way. God
must know that we realize our state
before Him. And that is mentioned by
Christ in verse 3, “Blessed are the poor
in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven.” We have no standing before
God and no rights! We are spiritually in
the state of being beggarly. There is no
righteousness, and we have no right to
come to the Lord. We are destitute of
everything that would justify our being

heard by God. However, those who understand their spiritual state can cry out as beggars—
spiritual paupers—and they will be heard, and they will be comforted!
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THIS WEEK'S CHALLENGE
       
Do you find yourself feeling sorrows? Such
might come because of personal sin or the
pressures you feel from a sin-cursed world
or the difficulties of present circumstances.
Please know that the comfort you need on
all levels can be found in the Lord! Take
time each day to humbly go to Christ for
the understanding you need and for the
comfort you are promised to find. 

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK
       
"Humble yourselves therefore under the
mighty hand of God, that he may exalt you
in due time: Casting all your care upon him;
for he careth for you" (1 Peter 5:6-7).

"Prayerful Sorrows Resulting in Comfort," Cont'd.

          Why and for what is the crying going out? For that which is lacking. What lacks are not
the things of the world but, instead, a relationship with God. Jesus said, “But seek ye first the
kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you”
(Matthew 6:33). Having a relationship with God is part of the foundation on which the prayer
life is built, and it will be this relationship that forms the basis for receiving the answer.
          It is essential to realize that presumptuousness cannot be part of the prayer life.
Scripture reveals later that the believer may come before the throne of grace boldly (Hebrews
4:16), but not without due consideration of who awaits there. Humility and reverence in
prayer are always appropriate and wise. This has always been and still is the expectation in
approaching to God.
          As this is understood and properly exercised, those who mourn, praying to God with
brokenness and in desperate poverty, have gone to the one who answers with comfort and
blessing. We cry; God wipes away the tears! Then, we come with a broken heart; He comforts
us with His presence! We come as a beggar, and He gives His riches! And as all of this plays
out, we must not doubt the Lord’s goodness when going to Him in prayer. Remember, He
gives good gifts to His children. Let us keep our hearts right before Him, and He will keep His
blessings of comfort before us.

 Memorize for daily
direction and comfort. 


