
John’s first epistle reveals how a believer’s testimony is to agree in word and deed, with three
tests of that consistency. The first is that of obedience, and the second is love. This week’s
devotion considers the third test of a believer’s dependable testimony: truth. 

SCRIPTURAL MEDITATION: John 17:17, “Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth.” 
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DEVOTIONAL: “Living in the Real World”

Remember when we were children, how we were
able to create an entire make-believe world? It was
an entertaining life designed just as we wanted,
and we were the main characters and heroes. But
as enjoyable as that was, we eventually had to face
the real world again. Even so, it seems that some
folks still attempt to live in a self-made world, one
not based on reality. However, only a life built 
on that which is true can expect to be adjusted 
and secure in the real world. But what is real 
and what is true? The Lord Jesus says in 
John 17:17, “Sanctify them through thy 
truth: thy word is truth.” 

In a world of those seeking something real, 
there is nothing more clarifying, genuine, and
honest than God’s Word. It is not merely some
truth, a truth, or sometimes true. GOD’S WORD IS
TRUTH! Philosophies fail in comparison to its holy
teachings and theology. Wisdom, the ability to
apply truth to life, is found not in man’s musings
but alone in and with Christ, resting beautifully in
Scripture. Where man attempts to view the value
of life in light of present cultural beliefs, the Bible
remains  unwavering  in  its message over the mel-
lennia, regardless of who accepts it. As Warren Wiersbe says, “God reveals Himself to us in His
Word, which is the Truth; thus we cannot believe lies and have fellowship with God.”*

*(Warren W. Wiersbe, Wiersbe’s Expository Outlines on the New Testament (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1992), 770.)
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“He that saith, I know him, and keepeth not his commandments, is a liar, and the truth is
not in him. But whoso keepeth his word, in him verily is the love of God perfected: hereby
know we that we are in him” (1 John 2:4-5). 

“He that saith he is in the light, and hateth his brother, is in darkness even until now. He
that loveth his brother abideth in the light, and there is none occasion of stumbling in him.
But he that hateth his brother is in darkness, and walketh in darkness, and knoweth not
whither he goeth, because that darkness hath blinded his eyes” (1 John 2:9-11).

“Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the
love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust
of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world” (1 John 2:15-16). 

And John makes this point in his first epistle: the believer must have a life based on truth. One
does that by believing the true testimony of Christ’s manifestation in the world (1:1-4), by living
within the reality of His light, that is, His truth (1:5-7), and by acknowledging and confessing
sin personally (1:8-10). Denial of such on any level reveals a person who does not have “the
truth” in them (1:10). 

Throughout the rest of the book, John returns to these areas repeatedly, showing the
inconsistency of a life testifying one thing but falsely revealing another. The point is, of course,
that one must live according to the truth of God’s Word, not mere concepts of it. Consider just
these three examples in Chapter 2.  
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God’s Word is truth, and this is the Bible’s
testimony concerning itself. Consequently,
trust in God demands that saving faith rest
on what is true about Him. Only a life
founded in truth can be one revealing a
consistent testimony of it. That is true, and
that is reality!

CHALLENGE FOR THE WEEK:

Examples were given within the
devotional about John’s return to the
three areas of consistent testimony. This
week’s challenge is to continue going verse
by verse in 1 John, identifying (and
applying) specific areas where the actions
of the believer must match the expected
testimony of God’s revealed truth.  


