
DEVOTIONAL THOUGHT: "Beauty Out of a Tangled Mess"
          Without a doubt, life can get messed up sometimes. The day-to-day predicaments we
face are often the result of our shenanigans, but at other times these difficulties come
through those around us. On the other hand, troubles just come as a general result of sin’s
presence. Regardless, what a mess!
          The Apostle Paul shares in Romans 8:28 the value of looking beyond present problems to
the blessing of divinely directed faith. Although one might face a world where so much goes
wrong, God has a satisfying purpose that surpasses momentary difficulty. And this promise is
made to those who “love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose.” 
           Do you love the Lord? If so, you are the one to whom God is speaking through these
words. Have you committed your life to follow the Lord’s will and Word? If so, be reassured
today that what God is doing around you and in you is for His holy purpose. His work in you
will also be for your good, whether you can see it presently or not. 

           What is needed is a change of perspective. Looking only at the complications of life is to
view our lives from the wrong vantage point. For example, cross stitch from one side appears
a mass of strings; on the other, a beautiful picture emerges. Let's not doubt God's purpose nor
His oversight. He knows what He is doing, and in time, we will understand it fully for His
glory and our good. Trust the Lord to make "Beauty out of a Tangled Mess."

SCRIPTURAL MEDITATION: Romans 8:28 
“And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are
the called according to his purpose.”
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"And they that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the
firmament; and they that turn many to righteousness as

the stars for ever and ever" (Daniel 12:3).
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THIS WEEK'S CHALLENGE
       
Keep your mind focused on the Lord and
His goodness. Two ways of doing that is
first, spending time in His Word. Read and
allow God to speak to you from what He
has said. Before He moves in your life
through any other means, He will direct
you from what He has already revealed. If
needed, find encouraging passages that
will comfort you in the midst of troubles.
Second, spend time with the Lord in
prayer. Pour out your heart to Him about
what you are facing. Ask Him for clarity
and understanding along with His
presence for comfort and guidance. The
Lord promises to draw nigh to them who
draw nigh to Him (James 4:8).

A Couple Things to Smile About

A MATTER OF PERSPECTIVE!

Two men, one an optimist and the
other a pessimist, were employed by a
shoe company to sell shoes door-to-
door. Each was assigned a new
territory where no salesmen had been
before, two isolated islands in the
Pacific Ocean. The following
telegrams were sent to the home
office one week after they arrived at
their destinations.

Pessimist: "Returning home. No one
wears shoes here. No market."

Optimist: "No one wears shoes here.
Wide-open market. Send more
salesmen!"

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK
       
"Life is either a daring adventure or nothing
at all."  -Helen Keller


