
SCRIPTURAL MEDITATION: Luke 6:45 

“A good man out of the good treasure of his heart 
brings forth good; and an evil man out of the evil 
treasure of his heart brings forth evil. For out of 
the abundance of the heart his mouth speaks.

DEVOTIONAL THOUGHT: 
“Language: Circumspect or Suspect?”

Without a doubt, we are living within a culture bent on vulgarity. Movies, television shows, and
even advertisements now depend on vulgar, tasteless, and suggestive language. Such also bleeds
over into all levels of leud behavior and provocative, sensual settings. It seems that little is
sacred anymore, and unfortunately, even among some who testify of being Christian. The focus
here concerns the speech that should be characteristic of the believer. Is it suspect or
circumspect: that is, is one’s language cautious, prudent, careful, godly?

Jesus illustrates this point masterfully as He reveals the source of good and bad communication.
Such comes “out of the abundance of the heart.” The mouth cannot help but speak good things if
the heart is full of goodness and godliness. On the other hand, one will deliver crudeness by
mouth, consciously or unconsciously, from the evil nature manufacturing it. Consequently,
one’s words will reveal the contents of the heart and the life’s direction. Such is not judging
others; it is a matter of words testifying loud and clear all on their own. In a parallel passage,
Jesus also says, “Even so, every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit.
Therefore by their fruits you will know them” (Matthew 7:17, 20).

We might often hear those who suggest they are Christians but whose language betrays the
testimony. Too quickly, their cursings rise to the airways with little concern for the bystanders,
much less God Himself. Then there is the sensual and suggestive joke of one who believes such
is acceptable as long as it is something at which to laugh. And, of course, inappropriate
communication is destructive speech demeaning others, cross words of hatred to strike a
wound, and loose lips of gossip seeking to ruin reputations. All these foul words come from
hearts guided more by depravity than divinity. 
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THIS WEEK'S CHALLENGE: “Seek the Best through the Most Difficult”
The challenge is to seek the best by addressing the most problematic areas. Peter gives us this
challenge by saying, “He who would love life And see good days, Let him refrain his tongue
from evil, And his lips from speaking deceit. Let him turn away from evil and do good; Let him
seek peace and pursue it” (1 Peter 3:10-11). Try to be conscious of how your words come across.
Find opportunities where you can speak kindly and graciously to others. You will not only be
an encouragement to those around you, but you will genuinely be one who will “love life” more
and “see good days.” 

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK: 
“You might not remember the kind word you speak today, but seldom will it be forgotten by
those who receive it!” –Bruce Barnes

Language: Circumspect or Suspect, cont'd.

But with us, it must not be so! As believers, we must take to heart that who we are in nature is
revealed much by what we say and how we say it. If our speech is not what it should be, the
Spirit will work to bring conviction and correction. But we must be sensitive to His direction!
Godly thoughts lead to righteous actions. And part of those actions will be words of grace, love,
and virtue. These come from the heart of a good tree. May the Lord help us have speech
seasoned with godly salt, mindful of Whom we represent as we speak. Our words must be
circumspect, not suspect.

MONDAY: PROVERBS 13:3, "He who guards his mouth preserves his life, But he who opens
wide his lips shall have destruction."

TUESDAY: JAMES 1:19, "So then, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear, slow to
speak, slow to wrath;"

WEDNESDAY: PROVERBS 17:27-28, "He who has knowledge spares his words, And a man of
understanding is of a calm spirit. Even a fool is counted wise when he holds his peace; When
he shuts his lips, he is considered perceptive.

THURSDAY: EPHESIANS 4:29, "Let no corrupt word proceed out of your mouth, but what is
good for necessary edification, that it may impart grace to the hearers."

FRIDAY: PROVERBS 15:1, "A soft answer turns away wrath, But a harsh word stirs up anger."

SATURDAY: COLOSSIANS 4:6, "Let your speech always be with grace, seasoned with salt, that
you may know how you ought to answer each one."

SUNDAY: JAMES 1:26, "If anyone among you thinks he is religious, and does not bridle his
tongue but deceives his own heart, this one's religion is useless."

Other Scriptures to Study about Godly Speech


