
SCRIPTURAL MEDITATION: Genesis 3:9
“Then the LORD God called to Adam and said to him, 
Where are you?”

DEVOTIONAL THOUGHT: Personal Reflection
     Genesis   3:9 is the first recorded question in the 
Bible, and it’s a most interesting one. God asks a
question for which He already knows the answer. 
Since God knows everything, why would He ask a question? Because the answer is something
for which Adam needed to feel responsibility.              
     For the first time in his life, Adam is exposed, vulnerable, disobedient, convicted, hiding, and
condemned. The weight of sin pressed heavily on him, and the threat of the Lord’s judgment on
disobedience loomed over his darkened horizon. As bad as this is and as devastating the impact
this will have on the human race, a hopeful element is identified: Adam is convicted of his sin! 
     How unlike this is from what we seem to observe presently. Our sinful world not only falls
further from the Lord and His precepts, so fails conviction. The work of the Holy Spirit is so
needed in our world, for “when He has come, He will convict the world of sin, and of
righteousness, and of judgment:” (John   16:8 ). We know the Spirit has come, but even through
His faithful work of reproof, this evil world is in utter denial of responsibility to God.  Even so, this
is not a matter for discouragement; it’s a day for prayer and purpose. Prayer will empower us
through Christ, and commitment to our purpose will help us shine the gospel light in a spiritually
dark world. As the Lord gives us time, let’s help others hear God’s piercing question, “Where are
you?”             
     But another question has to be asked. “Does God call you out asking where you are?” Each of
us must address the call of daily conviction and humbly submit to the Lord’s insightful attention
to the decisions made in life. There’s no use hiding or denying. Jesus knows the truth, the whole
truth. Let’s be sensitive to the attention given to us by the Lord. The Holy Spirit does indeed
convict of sin, righteousness, and judgment. And we will sense it if we will but open our hearts
and ears to His sanctifying work. 

THIS WEEK'S CHALLENGE
Let the Holy Spirit sanctify your heart, using you to shine the light of Christ to a dark world.

PRAYER THOUGHT 
“Power with God in prayer is as close as your time with God in prayer.” –Bruce Barnes

D e v o t i o n a l  N e w s l e t t e r
M a r c h  1 4 ,  2 0 2 2

Where Are You?



          Although the visiting of shut-ins had been part of my years of ministry, I came to learn
something later in my family, something on a completely different level. I had known the
importance of connecting with those who were isolated. Still, my knowledge was ministry-based:
practical in approach. But all of a sudden, everything changed!
          After my mother passed away and Daddy was a widower, my heart was more affected by
his being at home alone. I stayed with him a couple of days after the funeral but had difficulty
keeping back the tears as I would walk out the door, leaving him alone in the house for the first
time. Even with those days being hard for him, he did get out with friends and interact with other
people. Friendships at church meant even more to him than ever, as
 did his friends with whom he played bluegrass music. But all of a 
sudden, everything changed!
          Daddy faced macular degeneration and then the loss of his 
driving license because of it. He became dependent on others to take
 him where he needed to go, something he felt was an inconvenience 
to others. Consequently, he was reluctant to ask. My brother, living 
nearby, did an excellent job ensuring Daddy’s needs were met. And I 
tried to come home every few weeks from another state to spend 
several days with him, going anywhere and everywhere he wanted. 
But the seclusion Daddy felt was significant. 
          But our home church began sending out teams of people to visit Daddy every week.
Numbers of times, he would call thrilled about the friends who came to see him. It not only made
his day, but it also made his week so much better too. The four walls of the house didn’t seem to
close in on him quite so much when it was filled with the love, comfort, and presence of those
who cared. 
          For a long time, I had known the importance of sharing in the lives of shut-ins; but through
the care of others, my heart was touched to see it lived out in my father’s life. It meant the world
to him and all of us. Please don’t underestimate the difference you can make simply by caring and
being there for someone who needs it. 
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